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of Santa Marinella were to be commanded by the Marquis
Gompagni jointly with General Ceccherini ; those of
Monterotondo by Ulisse Igliori and General Fara, and those
of Tivoli by Bottai. General Zamboni was later to be put
in command of the reserves in Foligno.
The review of the fascist forces took place in Naples on
October 24, and Mussolini made an opening speech in the
morning at the San Carlo theatre. After recalling the
victory of 1918, marred c by the absurd and false democratic
conception of war, which managed to prevent our victorious
battalions from marching into the " ring " in Vienna and
through the streets of Buda-Pest', Mussolini announced that
the moment had come c when the arrow flies from the bow,
for the string is stretched to breaking point'. He went on
to explain how fascism and its demands stood in relation
to the Italian political situation :
c You remember \ said he, c that my friend Lupi and I
propounded a question, which concerns Italy as well as
fascism : Legality or illegality ? Parliamentary or revolu-
tionary conquests ? How is fascism to become the state ?
For we mean to become the state. Well, on October 4,
in my speech at Milan,11 had already solved the problem.
... I ought not to have had to make any choice. The
feeble government now sitting in Rome (where the weak,
honest and ineffective Facta is attended by the three black
spirits of the anti-fascist reaction : Taddei, Amendola,
and Alessio) see the problem in terms of the police and
public order ! ... To the question—fascists, what do
you want ?—we have already replied very definitely that
we want the dissolution of the Chamber, electoral reform,
elections at short notice. We have asked the state to
abandon its grotesque attitude of neutrality towards the
national and anti-national forces within it. We have
asked for drastic financial measures, the postponement of
the evacuation of the third Dalmatian zone, five port-
folios, as well as the Emigration Commissariat. We have
categorically demanded the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
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